Disaster Declaration Process 
During any man-made or natural disaster, a bottom to top utilization of emergency responders occurs.  This is the process in general:

Local Response

All disasters begin with a local response. Local resources are used to respond to the disaster.

The chief local elected official in a city or county may declare a local disaster in order to activate that jurisdiction’s emergency operations plan. If local resources are exhausted, local elected officials can declare a local state of emergency and request assistance from the State.
Local Government Requests Assistance

If a city’s or a county’s response capabilities are overwhelmed or depleted, local officials may request assistance from the State. Cities in need of State assistance usually make their request through the County Emergency Management Agency. 
State Disaster Declaration

The Governor may proclaim a state disaster, which allows state agency resources to assist local governments. This normally activates the State Emergency Operation Center.

If state resources are exhausted, the Governor may request assistance from the federal government with Preliminary Damage Assessments or a Presidential major Disaster or Emergency Declaration. The Governor’s request is formally submitted to the regional FEMA office. Based on the Governor's request, the President may declare that a major disaster or emergency exists, thus activating an array of Federal programs to assist in the response and recovery effort.
Federal Resources Deployed

The President issues a Major Disaster or an Emergency Declaration. FEMA does not provide assistance until there is a Presidential Declaration for Disaster to a state or tribal government. Not all programs are activated for every disaster. 
Public Assistance Grant Program

The mission of the Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA) Public Assistance (PA) Grant Program is to provide assistance to State, Tribal and local governments, and certain types of Private Nonprofit organizations so that communities can quickly respond to and recover from major disasters or emergencies declared by the President.
Through the PA Program, FEMA provides supplemental Federal disaster grant assistance for debris removal, emergency protective measures, and the repair, replacement, or restoration of disaster-damaged, publicly owned facilities and the facilities of certain Private Non-Profit (PNP) organizations. The PA Program also encourages protection of these damaged facilities from future events by providing assistance for hazard mitigation measures during the recovery process.
The Federal share of assistance is not less than 75% of the eligible cost for emergency measures and permanent restoration. The grantee (usually the State) determines how the non-Federal share (up to 25%) is split with the subgrantees (eligible applicants).

The PA Program is administered through a coordinated effort between FEMA, the State (grantee), and the applicants (subgrantees).

While all three entities must work together to meet the overall objective of quick, efficient, effective program delivery, each has a different role.

FEMA's primary responsibilities are to determine the amount of funding, participate in educating the applicant on specific program issues and procedures, assist the applicant with the development of projects, and review the projects for compliance.

· State Liaison
· FEMA Public Assistance Coordinator (PAC)

· FEMA Project Officer (PO)

· FEMA Specialist
· FEMA Public Assistance Officer (PAO)
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