GUIDANCE ON TRANSIT DRIVER TEXT MESSAGING
On January 27, 2010 the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) published regulatory guidance in reference to the prohibition of texting while driving a Commercial Motor Vehicle involved in interstate service.  This guidance, which takes effect immediately, applies to truck and bus drivers of services that cross state lines.  A bus is defined as a passenger carrying vehicle designed to seat 8 or more passengers, including the driver.  Even if transit drivers are not part of interstate service delivery, they are subject to both state and local laws, regulations, and ordinances addressing general cell phone use and texting.  
It is important to note that continued attention is being given to the issue of distracted driving as a major concern in transit safety.  Transit systems have the prerogative to develop agency policy that addresses distracted driving concerns including driver cell phone use and texting.  Many transit agencies around the nation already have such policies in place.  Those transit agencies that have not yet considered developing policies on distracted driving are strongly encouraged to do so. 
Further, the Office of the Senior Procurement Executive of the US Department of Transportation issued a Financial Assistance Policy Letter (FAPL) #2010-10 dated 02/02/10 that addresses texting while driving a motor vehicle.  This FAPL states that each DOT Operating Administration should encourage Federal financial assistance recipients and sub-recipients to adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging while driving company vehicles. The FAPL also encourages financial assistance recipients and sub-recipients to provide education to employees about the safety risks associated with texting while driving.
