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Summary: From the National Transit Institute, this document discusses the common indicators of vehicles which might present a threat.  It also discusses information to note when preparing to report a suspicious vehicle.
IDENTIFYING AND REPORTING UNUSUAL VEHICLES

Large and small vehicle bombs are extremely popular tools of violence for many reasons: 

· they are popular because they can contain a large amount of explosives

· they are easy to obtain and easy to deploy

· they are inconspicuous and difficult to attack

· they can be parked or driven very near a target

· they are difficult to render safe, and 

· they can create a mass casualty situation.  

Indicators of vehicles which might present a threat:

· are observed to contain a conventional weapon not specific to the particular hunting season at that time 

· are repeatedly seen in the vicinity and do not appear to belong

· appear to have altered or makeshift company insignia or license plates

· are parked in out of the ordinary or unauthorized locations

· are parked for extended periods of time where one would not expect a vehicle to be parked

· are parked unusually close to buildings or facilities for no legitimate reason

· are overloaded because of the weight of weapons and are riding low on the springs or having bulging tires or sagging frames

· show signs of forced entry

· hold large containers, such as drums, in the rear or in the back seat

· have wires, string, or ropelike material strung from the front seat to the rear or from small containers on the front floorboard

· are accompanied by unusual odors, such as fertilizer, diesel fuel, nitro methane or other fuel-like odors

· vehicles whose occupants show signs of stress, are deceptive or reluctant to answer questions, tell conflicting stories or have no legitimate purpose to be in the area

· are larger trucks, rental vehicles or are in some other way unusual in appearance within the environment

· unauthorized vehicles parked within the bus lanes

Care should be taken to not immediately disregard as dangerous a vehicle just because it happens to be a delivery truck, military vehicle, ambulance or law enforcement vehicle. The possibility exists that it could be a stolen vehicle.   

 Information to note when reporting a suspicious vehicle:

· Location, if it is parked

· Direction, if it is moving

· Color

· Year

· Make

· Model

· License plate number and state

· Identifying features, e.g., convertible, damage, excessive rust, etc. 

· Description of occupants

When a suspicious vehicle has been identified and reported, drivers should evacuate their passengers and/or buses from the location and should refrain from using radios or cell phones within 300 feet of the suspicious vehicle to ensure that a timing mechanism will not be accidentally triggered.
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