[image: image1.wmf]Emergency/All-Hazards Management (Preparedness and Response)
Domestic or International Terrorism, Radiological/Nuclear Weapons

Title: 
Radiological Release
Author: 
National Transit Institute (NTI)
Date: 
 2003 
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RADIOLOGICAL RELEASE

The difficulty of responding to a radiological incident is compounded by the nature of radiation itself.  In an explosion the fact that radioactive material was involved may or may not be obvious, depending upon the nature of the explosive device used.  Radiological detection equipment will be required to confirm the presence of radiation.  One would react to the initial explosion used to disperse radiological materials in the manner most appropriate for the circumstance and then evacuate the area before the radiation is detected.

In case of a radiological release:

· Avoid inhaling dust that could be radioactive.

· If an explosion occurs outdoors or you are informed of an outside release of radiation and you are outside, cover nose and mouth and seek indoor shelter.  If you are inside on undamaged building, stay there.  Close windows and doors and shut down ventilation systems.  Exit shelter when told it is safe.

· If an explosion occurs inside your building or you are informed of a release of radiation, cover nose and mouth and go outside immediately.

· Decontaminate by removing clothing and showering.

· Relocate outside the contaminated zone only if instructed to do so by public officials.
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