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Summary: This document from the National Transit Institute provides an overview of biological agent introduction methods.  This document also discusses reaction procedures in the event of a biological release.
BIOLOGICAL AGENTS

Today, the threat of biological terrorism is real.  Although biological hoaxes far outnumber cases of confirmed contamination, we must be prepared to deal with all threat situations as real.  Two factors make the use of biological weapons a true threat.  First, some governments continue to develop and stockpile biological weapons in spite of sanctions against it.  Because some of these governments tend to support terrorist causes, and/or because of internal instability, the security and disposition of biological weapons in these countries is questionable.  Therefore, the possibility that some of these highly refined biological agents could reach the hands of terrorists is real. Second is the potential for the use of more crudely developed biological weapons developed from bio-agents illegally diverted from legitimate sources.

People exposed to pathogens such as Anthrax, Ricin or Smallpox may not know that they have been exposed and those who are infected or subsequently become affected may not feel sick for some time.  This delay between exposure and onset of illness is characteristic of infectious diseases.   Unlike acute incidents involving explosives or some chemicals, the initial response to a biological attack is most likely made by hospitals or the healthcare community.  

A biological agent can be introduced:

· by mail, via a contaminated letter or package

· using a small explosive device to help it become airborne

· through a building’s ventilation system

· using a contaminated item such as a backpack, book bag or other parcel left unattended

· by intentionally contaminating a food supply

· by aerosol release into the air (such as with a crop duster or spray equipment) 

· into the general population by a missile warhead

In case of a biological release:

· Get medical aid and minimize further exposure to agents.

· If symptomatic, immediately go to medical provider specified by public health officials for medical treatment.
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