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Summary: This document from the New Mexico Department of Transportation discusses decontamination after exposure to chemical, biological and radiological weapons. The document also discusses response and notification priorities.
DECONTAMINATION

Exposure to chemical, biological and radiological weapons may require the decontamination of victims and equipment.  The determination about when decontamination may be necessary will be made by first responders and those managing the incident.  Individuals potentially exposed to chemical, biological or radiological release should be kept at the scene and isolated until the decision to decontaminate or not is made and to ensure that further contamination of others is prevented.

The amount of risk present in chemical, biological and radiological exposure depends upon:

· how long the individual was exposed to the agent (time), 

· how far the individual was immediately able to get away from the agent (distance) and 

· whether the agent was blocked from entering the body by some structure or layer of protection (shielding). 

Response priorities during any incident:

· protect yourself and others

· don’t take risks

· don’t assume anything

· cover mouth and nose with layers of fabric that filter air but allow breathing

· don’t forget about secondary devices

· don’t taste, eat, smell or touch anything that appears unusual

· don’t become a victim

Notify authorities by explaining:

· your exact location and condition

· type of injuries and/or symptoms

· victim locations and positions

· indicators of activities and objects

· wind direction and weather on scene

· witness statements or observations existing of potentially dangerous conditions
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