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Summary: This document from the New Mexico Department of Transportation bullet-lists procedures for drivers caught  in a landslide area.  It also discusses what type of areas are more likely to have a landslide or rockslide.
ROCKSLIDES/LANDSLIDES/AVALANCHE

Landslides and rockslides occur when masses of rock, earth, or debris move down a slope.  Landslides are caused by disturbances in the natural stability of a slope.  They can accompany heavy rains or follow droughts, earthquakes, or volcanic eruptions.

Some areas are more likely to experience landslides, including:

· Areas where wildfires or human modification of the land have destroyed vegetation

· Areas where landslides have occurred before

· Steep slopes and areas at the bottom of slopes or canyons

· Slopes that have been altered for construction of buildings and roads

· Channels along a stream or river; and

· Areas where surface runoff is directed.

If driving a transit vehicle:

· In order to protect against injury or death caused by a landslide or avalanche, recognize that all slopes over 30 degrees are vulnerable to such an event  

· Look for tilted trees, telephone poles, fences, or walls, and for new holes or bare spots on hillsides. 

· Listen for rumbling sounds that might indicate an approaching landslide. 

· Be alert when driving. Roads may become blocked or closed due to collapsed pavement or debris. 

· Heed local avalanche forecasts and avoid high-risk areas during periods of extreme risk (following heavy, consistent rains for avalanche hazard, and heavy, deep snowstorms for snow slides)

· Never stop a transit vehicle in a known avalanche chute 

· If landslide is imminent, quickly move away from the path of the slide. Getting out of the path of a debris flow is your best protection. Move to the nearest high ground in a direction away from the path.  
· Check for injured or trapped people near the affected area, if it is possible to do so without entering the path of the landslide. 

·  Report broken utility lines to the appropriate authorities. 

Transit Bus Safety and Security Program

FTA, AASHTO, APTA, CTAA


