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Summary: This document from the New Mexico Department of Transportation provides the warning signs of an approaching tornado.  Also, the document discusses  precautionary measures for operators, non-operator employees, and passengers when threatened by a tornado.
TORNADO

The following weather signs may mean that a tornado is approaching:

· A dark or green-colored sky

· A large, dark, low-lying cloud

· Large hail

· A loud roar that sounds like a freight train

The least desirable place to be is in a motor vehicle.  Buses are easily tossed by tornado winds.  Do not try to outrun a tornado in a vehicle.  If a tornado is seen, have all passengers leave vehicle and secure it.  Guide passengers to substantial structure for cover.  Avoid windows.  If no structure is available, lay flat in a ditch or low-lying area.  Protect head with an object or with arms.  Follow thunderstorm procedures in the case of downed power lines.

Extra care is required in transit facilities or any building where a large group of people is concentrated in a small area.  Inside a building:

· Move away from windows and glass doorways

· Go to the innermost part of the building on the lowest possible floor

· Do not use elevators because the power may fail, trapping people inside

· Make the body as small a target as possible by crouching down and protect the head

Transit Bus Safety and Security Program
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