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Summary: This document from the New Mexico Department of Transportation bullet-lists procedures for drivers caught in a flooding or high standing water situation. The document also defines the difference between a flood warning and a flood watch.
FLOODS

Flooding can quickly inundate large areas with standing water, leaving residents or motorists stranded and endangering life and property. A flood WATCH means that flooding is possible.  A flood WARNING means that flooding has been reported or is imminent. If a flood warning is issued or flooding is observed, it is essential to act quickly.

· Evacuate immediately if advised to do so 

· Move to a safe area before access is cut off by flood waters 

· Get out of areas subject to flooding. This includes valleys, low spots, and washes 

· Avoid already flooded and quick water flow areas 

· Never attempt to walk, swim, or drive through swift water. Even six inches of fast moving water can knock a person off their feet. 

If driving a transit vehicle... 

· Be aware that the roadbed may not be intact under floodwaters. If floodwaters are encountered, drivers must turn around and go another way. Never drive through flooded roadways—a vehicle can float in less than two feet of water! 

· If the vehicle stalls, evacuate immediately and seek higher ground. Rapidly rising water may engulf the vehicle and its occupants. 

Be especially cautious at night. Darkness makes it harder to recognize flood dangers
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