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Summary: This document from the New Mexico Department of Transportation bullet-lists procedures for drivers caught in a high wind situation.
HIGH WINDS

· Keep both hands on the wheel, slow down and correct your steering, especially when moving from a protected area to an unprotected area, or when meeting large vehicles.

· Watch for objects blowing across the roadway and into your path.

· Be aware of vehicles around you.  Keep a safe distance from cars in adjacent lanes as strong gusts could push a car outside its lane of travel.

· Take extra care in a high-profile vehicle such as a van as it is more prone to be pushed or even flipped by high wind gusts.

· If winds are severe enough to prevent safe driving, get onto the shoulder of the road and stop, making sure you are away from trees or other tall objects that could fall onto your vehicle. Stay in the vehicle and turn on the hazard lights until the wind subsides. 

· During and after periods of high winds, be cautious of debris in the roadway and downed or low-hanging utility Wires.
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