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Summary: This document from the New Mexico Department of Transportation bullet-lists procedures for drivers caught in a severe thunderstorm.
SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS

· If heavy rain accompanies thunderstorms, follow standard procedures for flooding situations 

· If high winds accompany thunderstorms, follow standard procedures for tornadoes/hurricanes 

· If a lightening storm is active in the vicinity, stay inside vehicle or facility and away from windows. Avoid contact with any item that may be able to conduct an electrical charge  

· Never touch a fallen power line and avoid contact with low-slung overhead power lines  

· Never drive a transit vehicle through standing water if downed power lines are in the vicinity  

· If a power line falls across a vehicle, keep passengers in the vehicle and drive away from the line  

· If the engine stalls, do not turn off the ignition and warn people outside the bus to not touch the vehicle
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