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Summary: This document from the New Mexico Department of Transportation bullet-lists procedures for drivers trapped in a transit vehicle during a winter storm.
SEVERE WINTER WEATHER

General defensive driving skills are used in all winter weather situations.  This includes increasing following distance, protecting against glare, reducing speed and being concerned about overpasses, underpasses and shady areas.

Important information for drivers trapped in a transit vehicle in a winter storm:

· Stay in the vehicle and keep passengers in the vehicle
· Do not leave the vehicle to look for help unless help is visible within 100 yards 

· To keep warm, turn on the vehicle’s engine for about 10 minutes each hour 

· Run the heater only when the vehicle is running  

· Turn on vehicle lights only when the vehicle is running  

· Ensure the exhaust is clear of snow to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. 

· Open windows slightly for fresh air 

· Have passengers and driver do light exercise and/or huddle together to stay warm 

· If alone, stay awake as much as possible 
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