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Procedures for Using A Fire Extinguisher

You should only try to fight fires after you have been properly trained on how to use a fire extinguisher and if the fire in contained in a small area.  There are 3 different types of fire extinguishers.  Always follow the guidelines below and choose the proper extinguisher.

CHOOSE THE CORRECT FIRE EXTINGUISHER

FOR THE FIRE

Look for the symbol(s) on the fire extinguisher.





Use for wood, cloth, paper and rubbish fires. 




Do not use on electrical fires or burning liquids.




(You can also fight a small class A fire by drenching it with 



Water or smothering it with a blanket or sand).




Use for oil, paint, grease, propane and flammable liquid fires.






Use on electrical equipment fires.

A multipurpose fire extinguisher (“ABC”)

can be used on all 3 major types of fires.
To use a fire extinguisher, simply remember PASS.  If you follow these following four steps, you can safely and effectively put out a fire.

P – Pull the pin.  This unlocks the operating lever and allows you to discharge the extinguisher.
A – Aim the nozzle of the extinguisher at the base of the fire.

S – Squeeze the lever.  (Releasing the lever will stop the discharge of the extinguisher agent).

S – Sweep with a nozzle, from side to side.  Moving carefully toward the fire, keep the  extinguisher aimed at the base of the fire and sweep back and forth until the flames appear to be out.  Watch the area closely and if a fire restarts, repeat the process. 
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