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Summary: This document from the National Transit Institute describes promotes pre- and post-trip inspections to ensure transit vehicle security.  The document address areas that should receive the greatest attention.
TRANSIT VEHICLE SECURITY

The first act in an effective security program is the act of prevention.  Prevention involves the inspection of vehicles by drivers as part of a routine maintenance effort to prevent the placement of an explosive device or hazardous substance.  The normal bus pre-trip and post-trip inspection activities should be expanded to pay particular attention to security issues.  

The following areas should receive the greatest attention:

· inspect the interior of the bus:  floors, seats, under seats, driver’s area and interior compartments for unknown objects or tampering

· inspect the interior lights to make sure they are operational and have not been tampered with

· inspect the steps and wheelchair lifts if the bus is so equipped

· inspect under the bus for items taped or attached to frame

· inspect wheel wells, exhaust system and fuel and air tanks

· inspect back and side emergency exit doors

· inspect the exterior of the bus for unusual scratches or marks by tools, signs of tampering, unusually clean or dirty compartments, or items attached using magnets or duct tape

· inspect the engine compartment and other areas for foreign objects

Bus Safety and Security Checklist

	Bus Equipment
	What to Look For

	Seats
	Lumps/bulges/damaged upholstery/suspicious package on seat



	Floor surface
	Modifications to material/unusual thickness



	Roof liner
	Rips/bulges



	Doors/hood/trunk lid
	Heavy to open or close/rusting seams/holes



	Cargo compartment
	Strange odor/raised floor/unusual welds/unusual items/excess weight



	Exterior surface
	Missing screws/unusual scratches/welds/signs of tampering/recently painted



	Undercarriage
	Items taped or attached to frame/ fresh undercoating



	Engine compartment
	Odd wires or liquids/unusual welds/ new tape



	Tires
	Unusual odor from air valve



	Fenders
	Unusual thickness


Transit Bus Safety and Security Program
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